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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ON ALLEGORIES. 

In essaying to explain the 3d chapter of Genesis 
as allegorical, I shall, firstly, consider the garden as 
mentioned in the second chapter, and secondly, the 
reason and correspondence of the metaphors. 

The garden of Eden is pleasure and delight; or 
an immediate display of God’s goodness, and the 
light of his countenance. Therefore, it was said, 


two hundred and eighteen kinds, beside the great 
sea serpent lately discovered. Of which, shall we 
understand that Moses spake? If he had said, that 
the sea serpent was more subtile than any beast of 
the field, he would have spoken more intelligibly, 
provided he meant a literal serpent. Or if he had 
said, now the serpent was more subtile than any 
other beast of the field, we must have yielded our 
assent to the assertion that he was a beast of the 


that the Tree of Life was in the midst of the garden; | field ; although there are others that are equal now, 


because the glory of the Lord God, beaming in 
radiance, shone equally around. And Adam, in 
whom the law was given, and who was the begin- 
ning of the legal dispensation, stood also in the 
midst of the garden, or by and in the immediate 
presence of his Creator, who first planted, or gave 
him his station; and from whose presence good- 
ness like a river flowed, to water and to refresh the 
garden, (or man) and from thence it was parted, 
and became four heads, and went into the four 
quarters of the world to supply constantly the wants 
of every living creature. I therefore remark, that 
as a garden is a particular piece of ground, or earth, 
selected for a certain purpose, so was Adam, or the 
Red Earthy Man. And he that formed, also planted 
the ear, the eye, and every other appendage, as a 
skilful gardener plants to the best advantage. And 
having adorned it with every thing that is neces- 
sary and convenient, the Lord God took the man 
whom he had created in his own image, (i. e.) the 
intellectual man, and put him into the garden, to 
dress it, and to keep it. To this man of understand- 
ing was given a law,-respecting the dressing and 
keeping, and his future government. Here let it be 
observed, and also remembered, that every literal 
tree was given for food to male and female, without 
exception, and of them they were permitted freely 
toeat. But man was now (although innocent) in a 
crude and uncultivated state ; and his first work was 
to dress, to cultivate, and keep himself as a man 
does a garden, and by a good improvement of the 
faculties given, (or implanted) to arise to that state 
of glory and grandeur to which man is capable of 
attaining. He was not only to dress the garden, 
but to keep it in the way of the Lord. To keep his 
body under. To keep it from the rank and noxious 
weeds of earthly and carnal mindedness. To keep 
it from every wicked way, and from falling into sin, 
and himself from being overcome by the lust of the 
flesh, which was his first lesson to learn, and his 
first work in government. I shall now examine the 
third chapter of Genesis, a part of which I consider 
as allegorical in a sublime degree. 


if not superior in subtlety and natural cunning. But 
the serpent, of which Moses speaks, was more subtile 
than any beast of the field: Therefore, he was not 
a beast of the field. For to say that a beast of the 
field was more subtile than any beast of the field, is 
nonsense. The Serpent is also represented as 
speaking to the woman. That, however, I think 
could rot be literally so. For, of all the animals he 
is the most unqualified for speaking, having a forked 
tongue, and neither voice nor sound, and in his 
silence his wisdom consists. As to a devil entering 
a serpent, and speaking by, or through him, it is a 
mere dream of the fancy. And to take the ideas 
collectively that are attached to the third chapter 
of Genesis by modern theologians, there is scarcely 
to be found so wonderful a fable in heathen mytho- 
logy. From that chapter many suppose they derive 
information, and have;a correct history, of things 
and events that there is nothing said about, or even 
an intimation given. I know not of any thing as 
an evidence that makes it probable that there then 
was, in all creation, such a being as is now called the 
devil. For afte: the transactions which are now as- 
cribed to him, for more than two thousand five hun- 
dred years, according to Scripture chronology, not so 
much as his name is mentioned, or a hint given that 
there was such a being in existence: see Levit. xvii. 
7, and Deut. xxxii. 17, where devils are spoken of as 
new gods, that came newly up; which could not be 
correct if they had their existence before the foun- 
dation of our world, and have been busily em- 
ployed in its affairs ever since. From whence 
arises the necessity of understanding literally, what 
is said of the serpent in the third chapter of Genesis, 
any more than those of which Christ spake in Mat- 
thew xxiii. 33? “Ye serpents! ye géneration of 
vipers !”—but they were scribes and Pharisees, im- 
pelled by, and under the influence of a carnal mind, 
which was enmity against him. And there are 
several passages of Scripture of similar phraseology. 
It is well known that this manner of speaking is 
figurative, or metaphorical, which was according 
to the custom of the eastern nations whose histori- 





Now the Serpent—What serpent? For there are 


cal records were in hieroglyphicks and allegories. 
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Moses being a learned man, and skilful in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, chose their allegorical 
manner of writing. The following is a short speci- 
men of their figures. Imprudence was represented 
by the figure of a fly. Ingratitude by a viper. Wis- 
dom was represented by an aut. And victory by a 
hawk. Nature, or carnality, by a serpent with a 


hawk’s head; denoting nature with God presiding 


over it. After alphabetical writing was introduced 
itu Egypt, the priests still employed the hiero- 
glyphick characters as a sacred kind of writing. The 
Old Testament is a series of metaphorical allusions. 
Prosperity was represented by the candle of the 
Lord shining on the head. Iniquity, or guilt, by a 
spotted garment. Misery, by drinking the wine of 
astonishment. Vain pursuits, by feeding on ashes. 
And a sinful life, by crooked paths. Personifica- 
tion, also, was much employed by the inspired pen- 
men; ON many occasions, animate and inanimate 
nature was made to speak. Moses gives a super- 
scription, as an intimation of his intentions, by say- 
ing, * And they were both naked, the man and his 
wife, and were not ashamed,” and then begins the 
allegory. S. M. ROSE. 
(To be continued.) 
—=<— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Ma. Fivz, Sirn,—You will oblige a friend and 
subscriber, by giving an explanation of the follow- 
ing quotations from the word of God, (so called,) 
Gen. i. 26th, to the end of the chapter. Chap. ii. 
4th and 7th ver. inclusive. Chap. iit. 6th to the 
8th ver. inclusive. Chap. v. 1, 2. Chap. vi. from 
the Ist to the 13th ver. inclusive. Chap. ix. 20th 
to the 27 ver. inclusive. Chap. xi. from Ist to the 
Yth ver. inclusive. Chap. xix. from the 24th to the 
end of the chapter. Chap. xx. from the Ist to the 
13th inclusive. CONSISTENCY. 

August 20th, 1822. 

REMARKS. 

Although our correspondent has not assigned any 
motive for prefering his request, from his signature, 
Consistency, we presume he has taken it for grant- 
ed that there is a discrepancy in the passages quoted. 
He requests an explanation of them; which may be 
considered a tacit acknowledgment that he does 
not understand them; consequently, the inference 
that some difficulty or incongruity is visible on the 
face of the passages quoted, is not an unreasonable 
conclusion. Previously to noticing the passages 
introduced by our correspondent, we request him to 
consider, that the great truths there taught, may be 
very consistent with themselves, with the being, 
character, and purposes of their Author, and at the 
same time, couched in terms which may to us ap- 
pear obscure, or contradictory. The fault may be 
in ourselves and not in the Bible. Our ignorance, 
which is more or less inseparable to our present im- 
perfect existence, and not the imperfection of the 
Scriptures, may be the only difficulty. Consequent- 
ly, it is not unreasonable to conclude, that the reve- 
lation which God has made of himself to man, is, 
and has been, susceptible of full and satisfactory 
explanation to man, relative to all the subjects there 





treated of. A revelation which does not reveal, i; 
a contradiction in terms. The Bible, therefore, 
although it is a a revelation to all those who under. 
stand and receive it, is no revelation to those who are 
ignorant of its contents. The will or testament of 
an earthly parent, is a revelation made to and fos 
his children. Their infant state, however, may in- 
capacitate them from reaping any mental enjoyment 
from it. They may enjoy, as animals, the blessings 
conferred by their deceased parent. So do ali men, 
in their infancy of knowledge of God, their Hea- 
venly Father, enjoy the blessings which are inces- 
santly showered from His beneficent hand. “He 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good; 
and sendeth rain upon the just and unjust.” Po, 
ourselves, we unhesitatingly acknowledge, that of 
ourselves we know nothing. We look to God. 
alone, asthe “ Author and finisher of our faith,” 
and believe that from Him “ proceedeth every good 
and every perfect gift.” Relying upon His assist. 
ance, and asking his counsel, we proceed to cop- 
sider the passages introduced by eur correspondent. 

Gen. i. 26. “ And God said, Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fow! 
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth.” As this verse is expressive of the pleasure 
and purpose of God, so the next, the 27th, informs 
us that man was made. “So God created man in his 
image, in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them.” It is proper to re- 
mark, that God, in the creation of man, speaks of 
him (man, in the singular and in the aggregate,) as 
a species or distinct genera, or grade of being, tiom 
all others. Man, in the singular, and in the aggie- 
gate, is spoken of as created in the image of God. 
In chap. ii. 18. 21, 22, we are informed of the par- 
ticulars of the fact spoken of in chap. i. 27. Name- 
ly, “male and female created he them.” Which 
distinction of sex is not considered as being in, or 
having analogy to, the image of God. It is mar 
in the aggregate, and singular, distinct from all cie- 
ation beside him, who is in the image of God. The 
procession, (if we may be allowed this use of the 
term,) of Eve the woman, from Adam the man, may, 
with unquestionable propriety, be considered the 
beginning of the increase and multiplying of the 
human race, after the creation of the man, or 
Adam. Man, therefore, without regard to plurali- 
ty or numbers, was created in the image of God. 
it was after his creation, that the woman proceeded 
from the man, and the plurality of being assumed 
and manifested a distinction of personality! The 
woman came from the man, and was not a creation 
of another, any more than the whole posterity of 
Adam are a distinct creation: consequently, those 
who would bolster up their ideas of a trinity of 
persons trom the phraseology of the passage, in con- 
nexion with the supposed pluiality of persons in the 
man, who was made in the image of God, must be 
rebutted by the declaration, “ This is now bone of 
my bones, and flesh of my flesh.” Man, therefore, 
existed in the image of God; and we see no bettet 
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reason (or a plurality in Adam, of a few, than of a 
number, ineluding all his progeny. 

There is a truth connected with the creation of 
man, found in chap. i. 7, but not particularly stated 
in the first chapter, which is illustrative of the sub- 
ject. “And the Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul.” 
Man was formed of the dust, which existed prior to 
this formation. After man was formed, (or Adam, 
the earthly man,) God breathed into man, thus form- 
ed of the dust, and man became a living soul. 
Man, who was formed of the dust, was not in the 
image of God: for God is a Spirit. It was when 
the earthly man received the Spirit of God, that he 
received His image, and became-a living seul. He 
might, for any thing we know, have been a living 
man, or animal, before. We do not read that God 
breathed into any of the creatures which he had 
formed, or made, but man alone: therefore, if the 
brute creation received animal life when they were 
formed of the dust, we are authorized to suppose 
that man had animal life also. We read, “ The 
dust shall return to the earth as it was, and the 
Spirit to God who gave it.” The Spirit came from 
God, and must have been in his tmage. 

God having created man male and female, 
“blessed them; and God said unto them, Be fruit- 
ful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and sub- 
due it; and have dominion, &c.” It appears that 
man as constituted by God, at first, was command- 
ed to eat of herbs and the fruit of trees, &c. Ani- 
mal food was not mentioned. Indeed, it isa proper 
conclusion, that animal food was not used by man 
for meat, at his creation. God pronounced all his 
works to be good. Evil, consequently, could not 
at that time have existed. 

The second chapter appears to be a farther ac- 
count of the creation; giving the particulars of 
some things Which are barely mentioned in the pre- 
ceding chapter. Our correspondent introduces 
chap. ii. 4th and 7th verses inclusive. We consider 
the meaning of these passages to be obvious on read- 
ing them. A plain statement of facts. 

Chap. iii. 6th to 8th verses inclusive. The impor- 
tant truth which we consider to be taught here, is 
this—Mankind transgress the commands of God, 
and commit evil, with a view to increase their en- 
joyments. The consequences are not foreseen. In- 
stead of making themselves more happy by trans- 
gression, their eyes are opened to a misery they did 
not before know ; and this, their knowledge, makes 
them wretched. In this state of ignorance, instead 
of going to, and seeking God, to obtain pardon and 
strength for the future, they mistake his character, 
shun his presence, and find excuses for their con- 
tinuance in wrong doing. In fine, we consider this 
passage to be a perfect history of Adam’s race, in 
all ages. Mankind see, or rather think they see, 
that forbidden, and to them injurious, things, are 
good for food! That they shall thrive and prosper, 
and enjoy greater pleasures, by wrong pursuits. 
They eat of the forbidden tree, and give to their 


To what? To wisdom? No! To shame, remorse, 
and aggravation ; and strange to tell, to expedients 
to increase their sufferings, and plunge them in 
greater wo. 

The history of Adam is a history of all mankind. 
Every man is an Adam; and every woman is an 
Eve! 

(To be continued.) 
~~ 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
A SERIOUS CALL 
Upon the Clergy of this Country, and especially of 
this City, and all others who advocate the doctrine 
of ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 

Gentlemen—Your subscriber, from a sense of 
duty to himself as well as to the community at large, 
would seriously call your candid attention to a few 
remarks he has to make on a subject you all acknow- 
ledge to be of infinite imporjance ; The Salvation 
of Souls. Your subscriber has often noticed in the 
Gospel Herald, an offer by the Editor, of a free and 
welcome use of the columns in said paper, in order 
that you might have a fair opportunity to repel and 
publicly confute, any and every argument advanced 
by those who believe in the restoration of all things, 
and who are as essentially opposed in their faith 
to you, as light is to darkness. But with astonish- 
ment, your subscriber has looked in vain, for your 
thus publicly proving to the world the errors of 
those,whom you so often denounce as heretics, and 
soul destroyers, from the battlements of your pul- 
pits. By reason of this silence, I am led to make 
this call, hoping you will believe me to be sincere, 
and assist me accordingly. How can I doubt this, 
after so much and so often professing, as you have 
done, that nothing is so dear to you as immortal 
souls, and that you are willing to spend and be 
spent for them? I am compelled to bélieve you are 
honest in these declarations, from the sanctity of 
character you assume; and if honest, surely you 
will not suffer an immortal soul to perish for want 
of your exertions, in your own country, one of your 
neighbours, after all the pains you have taken, the 
money which has been spent, the fatigue endured, 
and perhaps lives lost, in the cause of missionaries, 
the object of which is, to instruct the heathen in the 
way of salvation. How often is it declared, that if 
all this expense, labour and loss of health and lives, 
are but instrumental in converting one heathen and 
saving his soul, you think you will be more than 
rewarded for all your self-denial? &c, How rea- 
sonable my expectations then, that some one of all 
the clergy or laymen in this city, will use their in- 
fluence and ability in this cheap and comparative 
easy manner, to convert one from that error which 
you consider worse than heathenish darkness! One 
who has a soul to save as well as any Hindoo on the 
face of the globe. The error, Gentlemen, which T 
have heen hinting at (as you suppose) is, that I am a 
Universalist, that is, I believe in the “restitution 
of all things which God hath spoken by all his holy 
prophets since the world began.” I believe all will 
be “taught of him,” as God declares they shall be, 





companions, and they eat. Their eyes are opened, 





for we are assured again and again, that Christ came 
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into the world to “ save the world.” That he died 
for the world, that he rose for “ our justification,” 
&c. In short, I believe that every soul that has 
derived existence according to the course of nature, 
from Adam, and all that ever shall, will come to the 
end of their creation, and glorify God and enjoy 
him forever. That every individual will finally be 
made happy; will bow the knee and “ swear, that 
in the Lord they have righteousness and strength.” 

This belief, Gentlemen, I have obtained, I would 
say, partly by reading the Scriptures, partly by 
hearing Universalists preach, partly by reading the 
periodical works of Universalists, and partly by 
hearing those preach who are not Universalists— 
Calvinists, Arminians, &c.; but principally, I trust, 
by the teaching of that Spirit which leads into all 
trath. [have said, partly by hearing those preach 
who were not Universalists. And this part, Gen- 
tlemen, I would tell you, is owing to the many con- 
tradictions and absurdities which I thought I could 
discover in their sermons. I hold to that principle 
which assures the understanding that, that cannot 
be true which contradicts itself. IT acknowledge I 
may be wrong. Perhaps you did not contradict 
yourselves, but owing to my poor memory, which is 





not very retentive, [ may have thought you did. 
Now, one reason why I wish you to use the columns 
of this paper, is, that I may have all your argu- 
ments and reasoning plainly before my eyes, in 
order that they may assist my memory, so that I 
may give all a candid perusal. I hope, Gentlemen, 
the foregoing remarks will induce some of you to 
comply with my request. But if you should not, 
what must I think? What must I conclude, after 
all your boasted concern for the welfare of immor- 
tal souls; of your disinterestedness &c.? 1 will 
tell you, Gentlemen, what I must think, for I wish 
to be plain, that all your great pretensions to con- 
cern, &c. are mere words, worse than useless. That 
your cause cannot be supported ina fair candid 
manner. I further tell you, should your doctrine 
prove true at last, and mayy millions be made eter- 
nally miserable, and I should be one of that unhappy 
number, and what you further say,‘will be true, 
concerning the last day of judgment, when all 
worlds shall be congregated, and some are to be 
placed on the left hand, and some too, of your own 
congregations, those who have often heard you 
preach ; you will then, in all the coldness of pride, 
declare, that you have often warned them to flee 
from this wrath, but they would not; now, there- 
fore, justice demands their condemnation. I say, 
should this be the case, (and you have often de- 
clared something very like this will take place) and 
you now neglect to answer this call, which is the 
offspring of a mind intent in the search after truth: 
It at that solemn hour, I should possess my powers 
of speech and faculties of understanding and me- 
mory, I will publicly accuse you, and declare, at 
such a time, I made this solemn appeal to you for 
information in the way of salvation, and you treated 
it with neglect. That had you then done your 
duty, as you now pretend, I had been one to enter 
those mansions of blessedness, which those more 
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wise are now about entering. I will accuse you ag 
being guilty of my blood! Think not, Gentlemen, 
you who may peruse this, that vou are excusable 
because your names are not inserted. I call upon 
you individually and collectively, each and every 
one, who believes in a state of endless misery, to 
step forward in the cause of your master, if, as you 
say, your duty is to warn and instruct those who are 
ignorant of the way of salvation, into that way. 
What consideration can prevent you, according to 
your own words, and professions! I can think of 





none. 

That you may come out, and that we may all 
arrive at truth and consequent happiness, by inyes- 
tigation, is the prayer of your servant, and wel} 
wisher, S. P. 

New-York, Sept. 4. 

—>—- 
CHURCH LIVING AT AUCTION. 

The N. Y. “ American” says—* In one of our Jas 
English papers we notice among other property dis- 
posed of at public sale, that a congregation of the 
established church was knocked down to the highest 
bidder for 2,3501 sterling, or in the words of the ad- 
vertisement, that sum was given for the next pre- 
sentation to a vicarage with an income of 600] per 
ann., the present incumbent being 59 years of age.” 
We can imagine that an inexperienced auctioneer 
would find some difficulty in putting up such an ar- 
ticle. A lot of human souls would puzzle a man 
accustomed only to deal in goods, and he might find 
himself embarrassed for language to tempt the re- 
verend speculators to offer an adequate price for the 
singular commodity in market. A simple and in- 
experienced republican could only say, “ How much 
is offered, reverend traders in souls, for this parcel 
of church-going tythe-paying parishioners ?—2,0001 
—what, no more for this profitable congregation ?— 
Why, gentlemen, it is not half the value—350 more: 
dog cheap still. What, only 2,3504 for the power 
to save or damn so many honest Christians? Is no 
more bid ? Going—going—gone.” In our uncivil- 
ized country this would be rather shocking, but in 
England it is quite the reverse. The salvation of 
half the kingdom is regularly in market, and Chris- 
tian congregations are bought and soid as we dis- 
pose of hardware or piece goods, and yet these traf- 
fickers in what is most holy and important in this 
world and the next, think that they are entitled to 
revile us because we sell the labor of blacks—Such 
is the force of names and the power of prejudice. 

Niles Register. 
—>—_ 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 

I lately conversed with an emigrant from Eng- 
land who had left that country in order to escape 
the abominable oppression of tythes. He was a man 
of integrity and property, and brought letters of dis- 
mission and recommendation from an English to a 
New-York Presbyterian church. I congratulated 
him on his escape from an oppressive heirarchy ; 
but he assumed a grave look and did not seem to 
relish my remarks. “ You call yourselves a free 
people,” said he, “ but you pay dearly for your free- 
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dom. I have been a house-keeper twenty-four 
years—twenty-two of which I lived in——shire 
(Eng-) and two in New-York. I have kept an ex- 
act account of my religious expenses ever since I 
was married. When in England I paid ‘ seat and 
lot, the king’s taxes, and maintained my family de- 
centy. During my two years residence in this un- 
tered country, With all my economy, I find my es- 
tate to be rapidly decreasing.—lo this book I keep 
an exact account of all my disbursements for reli- 
rion, commencing with Jan. Ist, 1798.” He then 
read over a tong string of items too tedious and com- 
plex for me to repeat. I found that his religious 
tur was carefully footed up ai the end of each year. 
Wuat was my astonishment on seeimg that the 
amount of his religious expenses ending December 
gist, 1821, exceeded by 50 per cent those of any 
previous year during his residence in England! He 
explained it in a few words. Making due allowance 
for the prejudices of an Englishman, I fear there is 
too much truth in his remarks.—He resumed. “My 
family consisted of two sons and four daughters. 
Soon after my arrival, my sons were earnestly so- 
licited to jon the ‘ Young men’s Missionary So- 
ciety,’ and finally did join.—My daughters required 
no solicitation but joined with the fashionable part 
of their sex. Although the youngest is scarcely ten 
vears old, they all joined * Female Missionary So- 
cieties.” My wife, once a notable woman, joined so 
many societies, that I cannot repeat the names of 
halfof them. I merely know that the. care of the 
poor heathen,’ engrosses her time for seven days in 
ihe week. My daughters divide their time between 
reading the Missionary Herald, Don Juan, attend- 
ing evening meetings, and the dancing school. My 
servant maids, neither of whem can read, were 
urged to contribute their mite towards defraying the 
expenses of a College education for pious young 
men. They actually gave a crown piece each, and 
aflixed their mark to a subscription paper then in 
circulation. I endeavoured to show them that they 
could afford nothing in charity, when Mary inter- 
rupted me with ‘ them thit duzzent giv nothin for 
to convart the poor Hindostans is infidels.’ 1 asked 
her where she learned this. ‘* From Parsons— who 
telled us how for he knowed that the pore Hindostans 
were starving for nolitch and worshipped Jiggernot. 
I spose as how the Hindostans live in Hireland 
among the Papishes, or in Scotland where they 
han’t nothin to eat as I never seed one in Hing- 
lend. Besides our young mistresses gives and why 
hould’nt we.’ I stopped the torrent of Mary’s elo- 
quence—gave her a crown piece, and dismissed her 
'o the kitchen.—How could I blame her for aping 
my wife and daughters? I found her threat con- 
cerning ‘ infidels’ not a vain one. My wife let me 
into the secret. Every society had members whose 
duty it was to watch their neighbours. If any one 
expressed any doubts of the propriety of foreign 
inissions, he was forthwith to be branded as an ‘ in- 
fidel,’ and hunted down as such. In England we 
had beggars in rags—in America you have beggars 
in broadcloth. There is little difference between 
being taxed out of my money in England, and being 


begged out of it in America. I have experienced 
both and prefer the former. I’ shall dispose of my 
property and return to my native country, regret- 
ting only that I ever left it.”’ I could not help 
thinking the Englishman’s case a hard one. While 
in his native country he met the sneers of the High 
Church party as a puritan and a dissenter—and here 
he was called an “ infidel.” I would ask the friends 
of the Missionary cause if this prejudiced foreigner 
has made a true statement of his grievances? If his 
statement be tiue, how can they defend themselves 
against the charge of avarice and intolerance ? 
—p—— 

A REASON OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 

“ To whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.” 
Luke vii. 47. 

The chapter from which our motto is selected, is 
pregnant with wholesome instruction. So far from 
coinciding with the prevailing opinions of men in 
modern times, reasons are assigned for God’s love 
to his creatures being returned by the creature ; for 
“love begets love!” We are informed that our 
Lord instructed his disciples as follows— 

“There was a certain creditor which had two 
debtors; the one owed five hundred pence, and the 
other fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he 
frankly forgave them both. Tell me, therefore, 
which of them will love him most? Simon an- 
swered, and said, I suppose, that he to whom he for- 
gave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast right- 
ly judged. And he turned anto the woman, and 
said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered 
into thy house, thou gavest me no water for my feet : 
but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me 
no kiss: but this woman, since the time I came in, 
hath not ceased to kiss my feet. Mine head with 
ail thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore I say 
unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; 
for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven 
the same loveth little.” 

It appears from the context to the passage quoted, 
that the Pharisee, at whose house Jesus sat down to 
meat, when the woman anointed Jesu’s fect, said, 
“ This man if he were a prophet, would have known 
who and what manner of woman that is that iouch- 
eth him ; forshe is a sinner.” Jesus then, address- 
ing Simon, spoke the parable of the creditor and 
the two debtors. 

Reader, you are a sinner, and interested in the 
subject before us. How would you answer? Will 
mankind love God their Heavenly Father, in pro- 
portion to the obligation imposed by the goodness 
of God, in forgiving their numerous sins? Is the 
parable a just delineation of the character of God, 
as a merciful Father, and of the motive to love and 
obedience in man, his offspring ? Will you, reader, 
like the Pharisee of yore, contend, that the man or 
the woman is a sinner, and consequently, unworthy 
the eare and protection of God? If so, remember, 
Jesus said, “to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loveth litile.’ We declared of the woman, “ Her 
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Are you a believer in God’s universal love and 
goodness? Let this strengthen your faith, im- 
erease your gratitude, and inspire you with more 
lasting and fervent devotion to Him. Are you an 
unbeliever in His unchangeing goodness and mercy, 
and disposed, like the Pharisee of old, to reply, 
This man, or this woman, isa sinner? Remember, 
thou art a sinner also! 

To all, we would say, Behold the love and mercy 
of God our Heavenly Father, for a fallen world. 
No circumstance of time nor place, can estrange 
Him from us, or separate us from his love. In ail 
our wanderings, He remains our Friend: watches 
all our steps; and will, in his own best time, restore 
us to the paths of wisdom, of virtue, and true happi- 
ness, and forgiving all our sins, which are many, 
imspire us with a corresponding love and affection 
for Him. 

=i 

From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE EASTERN ASSO- 
CIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS. 

The Ministers and Delegates composing the 
Eastern Association of Universalists, met according 
to adjournment, in Turner, (Me.) June, 1822. at 
Br. Seth Staples’, and opened the business of the 
Council by devout thanksgiving and prayer by Br. 
S. Streeter. 

Proceeded to business by choosing 

1. Br. Sebastian Streeter, Moderator. 

2. Brs. Sylvanus Cobb and Russell Streeter, 
Clerks. 

CIRCULAR LETTER, FOR 1822. 

The Ministers and Delegates of the Eastern Association of 
Universalists to their religious Brethren and Friends, send 
christian salutation and benediction, wishing you grace, 
mercy, and peace, from the infinite fulness of Him, whose 
presence filleth immensity. 

BRETHREN, 

We are happy to congratulate you on the pros- 
perity which attends the cause of impartial bene- 
volence and universal salvation. As far as our 
knowledge extends, there is much reason for ex- 
pressing our gratitude and rejoicing, that the gospel 
has been preached in its simplicity, and in many 
cases, with demonstration and power. The seed 
of the kingdom has taken deep root in the hearts of 
thousands, and produces the fruits of love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, kindness, faith, 
meekness and temperance. In proportion as the 
sowers of the word have been careful to prepare 
the ground for its reception, and preserve it pure 
from the mixture of tares, their labours have not 
been in vain. The, great Lord of the vineyard has 
crowned their faithful exertions with much success. 
BLESSED BE HIS NAME! 

Pleasing to us and gratifying to you, brethren, as 
it might be, to take a comprehensive survey of the 
present state of our cause, in this section, compared 
with what it was some twenty years since, when a 
Baanys, a Roor, and a Farwe xt, (the two former 
of whom have since been called to the eternal home 
of their Master,) first proclaimed the glad tidings of 
Salvation to all men, in this quarter of the vineyard, 
adding thereto the untold felicities which abounded 





in a thousand hearts at our annual meeting, wher 
we in spirit, shouted aloud for joy, in hope of the 
glory of God; superadding our conjectures of th. 
probable alteration which will be realized, in 
many years to come, still we deem it most expedien: 
to direct our attention and yours, to considerations 
of the causes of such consequences. Deyout}y 
grateful for the past, conscious of our present ae. 
countability for the means of promoting the pre- 
valence of truth, let us soberly devise a system of 
operation, which may add to the increase, respect- 
ability and permanence of our religion. 

Without system and order no christian denow)- 
nation can flourish and prevail. When the fire of 
ardent zeal is, in a measure, extinguished by unin. 
terrupted joy, and we begin to depend more on de. 
liberate reflection, systematical movements become 
indispensable to the permanence and prevalence o{ 
our cause. The history of transient swarms of 
burning fanatics, is the loudest testimony in sup. 
port of our assertions. Then, brethren, 

First. Let it be your prevailing object to form 
yourselves into regular Socteties, religious bodies, 
for the purpose of maintaming public worship and 
of giving all possible countenance to our Master's 
religion. A body, in this figurative sense, is com. 
posed of many members, all fitly designed and as- 
sociated, with a head, on the intelligence and voli- 
tion of which, the several parts depend. This inti- 
mation, and the reflections with which you will 
accompany it, will admonish you of the obvious 
propriety of putting yourselves into a situation to 
proceed understandingly and systematically, in all 
your operations as Socities. Officers should be 
chosen whose health, inclinations, abilities, and o- 
cupations will best admit of their being useful. 
Every good brother, cannot, with equal propriety, 
devote much cf his time to the society’s concerns. 
Both our hands are extremely useful and dear to 
us; and though one is often preferred, the left hand 
will not complain that the other is most used, nor 
the right murmur, that it bears an unreasonable 
burthen. Remember the maxim, “ United we stand, 
divided we fall.” Every regular body acts to one 
end. Did the feet and eyes wage war, what would 
bethe consequence ? When first beginning to act, 
you must expect to feel the ligaments and strength 
of your union tried and proved. Look at the ma- 
chinery, in which one wheel turns a thousand ; and 
while it stands unused, the connexion of the several 
parts is unnoticed. Put it in operation, and the 
connexion will be discovered, and every wheel move 
with the rest, in harmonious motion. Thus may we 
form societies, go into operation, and realize the 
ties and bonds, by which we are united. Having 
begun a Goop work, let us persevere. Too may 
societies having been organized, and meeting with 
some embarrassments, have neglected, if not aban- 
doned, their profession. How unreasonable! As 
though a number of men were to build a fine costly 
vessel to trade to foreign ports, and fit her out to 
ride the rough surges of the ocean ; but before she 
loses sight of land, meeting a few showers and flaws 
of wind, and apprehending a tempest a-head, the 
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ofcers and crew are disheartened, make into the 
harbour again, to beg their bread in the land of 
plenty 3 while the owners become discouraged, and 
leave her to float with the tide, unused; exciting 
the pity of wise men, and the laughter of fools. But 
sren, let the world be persuaded better things 
of us. Let our zeal and knowledge co-operate. 

Secondly. Forsake not the assembling of your- 
selves together, as the manner of some is. Public 
worship is of vital importance to the welfare of the 
community and the future and moral character of 
our effspring. Let them be taught by parental 
example, and theit morals formed by the precepts of 
Jesus. If you have no public speaker, meet on the 
Sabbath to read and explain the Bible, and sing 
God's praise ; and if you are not favoured with a 
preacher raised from among yourselves, one will be 
sent you, Or We are neither prophets nor sons of 
prophets. God forbid that we should drive our 
children tosthe alternative of wandering about on 
the Sabbath for amusement, or of attending those 
places of orship, where their ears must be stunned 
by clerical thunders, their feelings embittered with 
orthodox illiberality, their heads deranged by doc- 
trinal contradictions, or their tender hearts wrung 
by the canting sarcasms aimed at the religion of 
their sincere parents. In the same proportion as 
they are overawed by the external sanctimony of 
the preacher, and influenced by his misrepresenta- 
tions, they will be lead to conceive a disesteem for 
those, whom they should venerate. Fathers and 
mothers! In the exercise of your abilities and privi- 
leges, arise, and secure’to your children the bless- 
ings of rational religion and sound morality. 

Thirdly. Another reason for urging an immedi- 
ate attention to the concerns of our own denomina- 
tion, and the diffusion of correct principles and pre- 
cepts, arises from the ambitious measures which are 
now in operation, to prevent the spread of the truth. 
Societies of every name are formed, and to enlist 
the abilities, prejudices, and resources of the com- 
munity, the popular slang is excited against those 
that refuse to become members. Hireling mission- 
aries, of no reputation at home, are sent abroad, to 
fan the publie passions to a flame, for evangelizing 
the world, though nothing but Sovereign grace or 
the Divine influence, can, as they say, lave the least 
effect! Many unsuspecting and well-disposed chris- 
tians are members of those Societies, paying their 
hard earnings to support foreign and Calvinistic 
missions, of the most dangerous and fatal tendency 
to our civil and religious liberties. The conduct of 
the most influential Doctors who are at the head of 
the collusion, goes to show, that if “ the powers 
that be,” would permit, they would shut from their 
temples, and confine us in dungeons, for our belief. 
Lovers of truth! shall we not awake from our sleep 
and proclaim by our deeds, that we are the friends 
of Jesus? With the tenderest affection and the 
most sincere regard for our liberal, but mistaken 
neighbours, let us warn them of the religious aris- 
tocracy which is at the door, and will bind us in 
chains ; unless the means are withheld from the 
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avaricious clergy. Look, and be astonished! How 


often do we hear the apparently grave divine, pray- 
ing for a more libera) contribution to the missiona- 
ry cause, or begging for a few cents to save from 
endless wrath, perishing immortals, and receiving 
with the smile of a miser, the last dime that industry 
and poverty could grant, while he himself is in pos- 
session of many thousands, regaling mid the splen- 
dours of affluence and abundance, without bestow- 
ing a shilling that is not remitted by the mistaken 
liberality of his female friends? How long will 
this delusion continue to prevail? Can people in 
this enlightened land, believe such men are the 
ministers of him, whose home was a work-shop, and 
his temple, the wave-beaten er or the mountain 
grove? Let us be kindly watchful that our own 
dear connexions and friends are not entangled in 
their nets of bondage. 

‘ourthly. Let us inquire whether the counte- 
nancing of other societies and neglecting our own 
profession, will not have a direct tendency to con- 
tinue the remissness of our friends who have not, 
as yet, publicly espoused our faith. Their immedi- 
ate interest, the dread of singularity, incompetency 
to stand forth in argumentative defence of the cause, 
together with the inattention too apparent among 
its professors, unite in perpetuating their bondage, 
Let all who know the truth, exert their talents for 
its support, and those who are more favourable to 
it, thaa to any other system, make a public deciara- 
tion of the same, and we would not be a minority. 
More than half the support of our opposers is de- 
rived from those, who are considered by their 
preachers, as totally depraved and hell-deserving 
sinners. The most moral and upright of them, are 
denominated the most dangerous members of soci- 
ety. Friends of Jesus! we have seen these things 
exhibited in real life, and shall we not now, even 
now, step forward, maintain the declaration of truth. 
by christian regulations, unremitting examples, 
faithful exhortations and fervent prayers ? 

To conclude. Breruren: If we are persecuted 
and misrepresented, let us be steadfast and forgiv- 
ing. When the enemy mis-represents us, let us be 
careful that we fairly represent him. By good will, 
gentleness, truth and prayer, we can overcome. 
Never lose sight of the great Pattern of moral and 
religious excellence. Remember, he said, “ Fa- 
ther, forgive.” His prayer will be heard and an- 
swered, and so will ours, when we pray with the 
same spirit ! 

However widely seattered abroad, let us be one in 
heart, striving to serve the Lord Jesus. Theory, 
of every description, without practice, is like food 
with no appetite, and strength with a total disincli- 
nation to exercise it. God grant we may be both 
hearers and doers of the word, obeying the com- 
mandments which are everlasting life. Eccentric 
as we may appear in this address, the Lord reward 
us according to our sincerity, and our zeal for his 
abundant honour. 

And now, may the boundless mercy of God over- 
shadow the world, and crown with hopeful success 
the exertions of Zion’s friends. Amen. 

Per order, RUSSELL STREETER. 
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From Bp. Porteus’ Lectures on Matthew's Gospel. 
MATTHEW XXII. 9. 
“ Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many 
as ye find, bid to the wedding.” 

“Tt may be thought, perhaps, at the first view, 
that our Lord has here introduced a circumstance 
not very natural or probable. It may be imagined, 
that at a magnificent, royal entertainment, if any of 
the guests happened to fail in their attendance, a 
great king would never think of supplying their 
places by sending his servants into the highways to 
collect together all the travellers and strangers they 
could meet with, and make them sit down at the 
marriage feast. Butgtrange as this may seem, there 
is something that approaches very near to it in the 
customs of the Eastern nations, even in modern 
times. For a traveller of great credit and reputa- 
tion, Dr. Pococke, informs us, that an Arab prince 
will often dine in the street before his door, and call 
to all that pass, even to beggars, in the name of 
God, and they come and sit down to table ; and 
when they have done, retire with the usual form of 
returning thanks.” 

Ver. 11. “4nd when the king came to see the 
guests, he saw there a man who had not on the wed- 
ding garment.” 

“The WEDDING GARMENT was frequently a white 
robe; and where the guest was a stranger, or was 
not able to provide such a robe, it was usual for the 
master of the feast to furnish him with one; and if 
he who gave the entertainment was of high rank 
and great opulence, he sometimes provided mar- 
riage robes for the whole assembly. To this cus- 
tom we have allusions in Homer and other classic 
writers; and there are some traces of it in the 
entertainments of the Turkish court at this very 
day. At the entertainment given by the Grand 
Visier to Lord Elgin and his suit, in the palace 
of the Seraglio, pelisses were given to all the 
guests.” 

—— 
ANECDOTE. 

A person, who had been for som time in a state 
of insanity, produced by a religious revival, having 
in some degree come to himself, his brother 
to encourage him and to give energy to his mind, 
told him he would let him have the use of a field 
to plant with corn. That he would plough it for 
him, and he could change works in planting and 
hoeing, and might have all the corn to himself— 
The field was planted. One evening on his return 
trom hoeing, the brother said, Well, John, does the 
corn look promising ? Yes, Nathan, said he, 
the corn looks promising enough, but I have had 
a far greater promise than that. Ah John, what is 
it? Why, Nathan, my blessed Saviour appeared 
to me when I was hoeing to-day, and told me if I 
would climb that large Beach tree that stands in 
the field, and jump from the very highest branches, 
he would send his angels to preserve me from 
falling to the ground, and that they should carry 
me right off to heaven and eternal happiness. 
Well, John, why did you not doit? Ah, Nathan, 
says John, I mean to do it to-morrow morning. In 
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the morning John. mounted the tree to the very 
highest branches, and after looking about for som, 
time, came down very quietly.—John, says Nathan, 
why did you not leap and secure the promise. |p. 
deed, replied John, but I'm nota going to troy 
them.—I was not going to jump, till I saw them 
coming to catch me. Hart. Rel. Ing. 
—— 
OBITUARY. 


A late notice of the death of a lady in this city. 
concluded as follows: 

“Few women fulfilled the duties of mother, wife, 
and friend ina more exemplary and faithful map. 
ner than she did—and while surrounded by nump- 
rous relations and devoted friends, with every pros. 
pect of comfort and happiness, she was hurried int) 
a better world after three days illness, leaving a dis 
consolate husband and ten children to deplore he; 
untimely end.” 

We notice the above with a view to turn the att n- 
tion of the reader to the strange phraseology now jy 
use in the religious world. This lady, the mother of 
ten children, came to an ‘untimely end.’ And “ with 
every prospect of comfort and happiness, she was 
hurried into a better world!” Surely, it is very up- 
reasonable to deplore the fate of that person, who 
in this world has comfort and happiness, and is 
removed to the enjoyment of something better ! 

—>— 

“ Coverousness, well planted in the mind, will 
starve out all other passions; it will suffer hard) 
any other vice to live by it.” 

—_— 
From the New- York Statesman. 
GOD SAID, “LET THERE BE LIGHT.” 
** Let there be light!’’ Jehovah said, 
And nature sprang to birth ; 
Darkness before his presence fled, 
And beauty crowned the earth. 


Man, by his word, from dust he formed, 
And woman from his side ; 

Their souls with fire etherial warmed, 
To Heaven's dread King allied. 


But soon the gloom of sin o’erspread 
The lustre of the mind ; 

No light the lamp of Reason shed, 
And man again was blind. 


His walk was darkness, and despair 
Upon his spirit preyed ; 

Weary and worn with carking care, 
Along life’s waste he stayed. 


Th’ Eternal saw ;—“ Let there be light!” 
Again in Heaven was heard ; 

And lo! man’s weak bewildered sight 
The Star of Bethlehem cheered. 


The Sun of Righteousness, his beams 
Upon the spirits sheds ; 

The sleep of sin, and error’s dream, 
Were o'er when Jesus bled. 
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